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The Collect 

O God, forasmuch as without you 

we are not able to please you; 

mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit 

may in all things direct and rule our hearts; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

First Reading 

Deuteronomy 30.15-20 

Moses said: “See, I set before you today life and 

prosperity, death and destruction. For I command you 

today to love the LORD your God, to walk in his ways, and 

to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will 

live and increase, and the LORD your God will bless you in 

the land you are entering to possess.  

“But if your heart turns away and you are not obedient, 

and if you are drawn away to bow down to other gods 

and worship them, I declare to you this day that you will 

certainly be destroyed. You will not live long in the land 

you are crossing the Jordan to enter and possess.  

“This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you 

that I have set before you life and death, blessings and 

curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children 

may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen 

to his voice, and hold fast to him. For the LORD is your 

life, and he will give you many years in the land he swore 

to give to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 

Second Reading 

Hebrews 4.12-16 

The word of God is living and active, sharper than any 

two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, 

joints from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and 

intentions of the heart. And before him no creature is 

hidden, but all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the 

one to whom we must render an account. 

Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed 

through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold 

fast to our confession. For we do not have a high priest 

who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we 

have one who in every respect has been tested as we are, 

yet without sin. Let us therefore approach the throne of 

grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need.  

Gospel 

Luke 15.1-10 

Now all the tax-collectors and sinners were coming near 

to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the scribes were 

grumbling and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.’ 

So he told them this parable: ‘Which one of you, having a 

hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave 

the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one 

that is lost until he finds it? When he has found it, he lays 

it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he comes 

home, he calls together his friends and neighbours, 

saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my 

sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell you, there will be more 

joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous people who need no repentance. 

‘Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one 

of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and 

search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, 

she calls together her friends and neighbours, saying, 

“Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had 

lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the 

angels of God over one sinner who repents.’ 

Post Communion Prayer 

Holy and blessed God, 

you have fed us with the body and blood of your Son 

and filled us with your Holy Spirit: 

may we honour you, 

not only with our lips 

but in lives dedicated to the service 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  


